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It was not long after, that i n , 
very dark night, he and a wicked 
companion faw a poor old woman 
coming up the town where he lived 
with a lanthorn ; they contrived to 
throw a long cord over a high fig n . 
poft. Jack had hold of one end with 
a hook fattened to it ; his companion 
had hold of the other, and flood in a 
dark corner fome dittance off ; fo whet , 
the poor old woman came clofe tc 
Jack, he pretended he had loft a 
halfpenny, and the good-natured wo« 
man lending her lanthorn to him, 
he fattened it to the hook, and hal- 
looed out loud) Now fork! which 
his companion hearing, inftantly hauled 
up the lanthorn to the top of the fign- 
poft, then fattened the firing to a 

nail 


the poor 
in the dark. 

Thus yon fee, that the fame h o y 
who could not pity blindnefs and po- 
verty, had no reverence for old age, 
or refped for good-nature. The wo- 
man’s kindnefs was equally the fame 
in lending the lanthorn, whether Jack 
really lofl, or only pretended tolofe the 
halfpenny | 



